The Diviners
by Rick Moody
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1. The Diviners takes place during the 2000 presidential election and its aftermath. What does
The Diviners tell us about the America of that time? Do you think the characters would have
behaved differently had the novel taken place one year after, rather than one year before,
September 11, 2001?
2. How does Vanessa Meandro's relationship with her mother contribute to your opinion of
Vanessa? Do you think Vanessa is starving for love or unable to love at the beginning of The
Diviners?
3. Do you think Ranjeet Singh, the Sikh cab driver, merited the opportunity to join an industry in
which he had no previous experience? Was his enthusiasm for American movies sufficient
qualification?
4. What aspects of modern America did The Diviners help you to know better than you did?
Independent filmmaking? Botox parties? Environmental extremists? Yoga classes? Office
politics?
5. Rick Moody has said that he loves Tyrone.Who was the most appealing or interesting
character to you? Why?
6.How do Samantha Lee and Tyrone and Annabel Duffy illuminate the challenges facing artists in
contemporary society? How has the writer become, like Len Wilkinson, a mere "word man" or,
as in the case of the author of the script for the miniseries of The Diviners, nonexistent?
7. Both Dante's Purgatorio and The Diviners comprise thirtythree chapters. Do you think that
this has something to do with the movement of Rick Moody's novel from hellish latitudes to more
hopeful circumstances for the various characters?
8. What do the various audience reactions to the TV serial The Werewolves of Fairfield
County tell us about the variety of responses one story can elicit?
9. In what ways is The Diviners an epic rather than a domestic novel?
10. When Vanessa decides to help the illegal Mexican migrants in the desert, were you
surprised? What personal transformations — either in Vanessa's life or in the lives of the other
characters — meant the most to you?
11. In the interview with Rick Moody that is included in this reading group guide, he says that
"much of the novel is about various kinds of thirst." Which of his characters do you think are
most able to quench their thirsts, satisfy their needs, in the end?
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