Bank
A Novel
by David Bledin

Reading Group Guide
Questions for Discussion — and Activities — Guaranteed to Result in the Disbanding of
Your Reading Group
1. Discuss your childhood dreams and aspirations. The rest of the group should then discuss how your
current career path ensures that these dreams will never, ever, be realized.
2. In Bank, Postal Boy has a nervous breakdown. Have you ever had a nervous breakdown? If so,
were you put on medication? Distribute any antipsychotics you might have. Remember, sharing is
caring.
3. At one point, Mumbles finds himself in the compromising position of having his fingers tangled in the
panties of a colleague's wife. Have you ever had an affair with someone at work? Did you get an STD
as a result? (This one works best if there are couples in your reading group.)
4. As bad as things get, some folks always have it worse. Select the group member whose job is so
awful that you would never consider it, not even if threatened with weird Chinese torture involving
stalks of bamboo and live rats.
5. Let's face it: the longer you spend in a cube, the flabbier your ass gets. Identify the group members
who have put on the most pounds since college and make them finish off the bowl of Cheetos while
somebody tickles their belly rolls.
6. Mumbles feels physically inadequate when he compares himself to the Prodigal Son. Divide into
groups of two and determine the superiority or inferiority of each other's body parts.
7. Investment banking is an industry in which importance is directly correlated with how much money
one makes. Group members should write their salaries on strips of paper and toss them into a hat. The
group should then try to match each salary with each participant. The person with the highest perceived
salary must go on a beer run; the person with the lowest perceived salary should be left to grapple with
his or her own inner shame.
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